TAKING FAITH DEVELOPMENT SERIOUSLY

(Notes/paraphrases from James W. Fowler, Stages of Faith)

_____

Modal Development Level

The modal developmental level is the average expectable level of development for adults in a given community. In faith terms, it refers to the conscious or unconscious image of adult faith toward which the educational practices, religious celebrations and patterns of governance in a community all aim. The modal level operates as a kind of magnet in religious communities. Patterns of nurture prepare children and youth to grow up to the modal level—but not beyond it. . . . The operation of the modal level in a community sets an effective limit on the ongoing process of growth in faith. 

Taking Ongoing Faith Development in Adulthood Seriously

(1) De-emphasize “belief” in propositional, doctrinal formulations.



“Faith” should be an integral, centering in beliefs, values, and

meanings that form the ground of all life.  Faith should (a) give coherence and direction to a person’s life; (b) link him or her in shared trusts and loyalties with others; (c) ground his or her personal stances and communal loyalties in a sense of relatedness to a larger frame of reference; and (d) enable him or her to face and deal with the limit conditions of human life, relying upon that which has the quality of ultimacy in his or her life.

(2) Emphasize faith as relational.  

Truth is lived; it is a pattern of being in relation to others and to God.  Rather than being repositories of truth, doctrines become guides for ways of seeing and being. They become invitations and stimuli for contemporary experiments with truth.

(3) Make provisions for adults to bring their struggles with faith to word.

Before prescriptions are offered, and without condemnation or accusation, they will be given the help of active listening in order to tell their present stories and visions of faith, and to hear those of others.

(4) Create a climate of developmental expectation.  

We should strive to provide opportunities for vocational engagement that calls forth the gifts and emergent strengths of each stage of faith.
